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Senior School

Section 1
Introduction
This handbook provides detailed information for students undertaking Year 11 and Year 12 in 2020 including an
overview of SACE subjects and Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses.
In choosing a career, you are going to make some important decisions:
● What career areas are you interested in?
● What after school (tertiary) pathways will enable you to achieve your career goals?
● What subjects do you need to take in Years 11 and 12 that will best suit your chosen tertiary or vocational
pathway and keep options open?
The choice of a career path is one of the most important decisions you will make. Statistics show that you are likely
to have on average 4 to 5 career changes in your lifetime and that ‘up-skilling’ to provide yourself with a broad skill
base is essential in improving employability. The selection of Year 11 and 12 subjects and subsequent completion
of the SACE is an important step towards reaching your future goals. 97.4 % of Year 12 students achieved the SACE
in 2018. 99.1% of Year 12 students at Portside Christian College achieved the SACE certificate.
Like any important decision, reading lots and researching potential career choice options, talking with family,
friends and teachers is absolutely necessary. Ultimately this is your responsibility!
The next few pages contain useful URL links that is recommended reading and the names of teachers you can
consult with.
If you have any questions about this handbook, please contact Dr Davis your SACE Coordinator by phone on 8341
5133 or email adam.davis@portside.sa.edu.au
I hope you find this a useful resource!
Best wishes,

Dr Adam Davis
Deputy Principal - Secondary
SACE Coordinator
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Career Events and Relevant Dates in 2019
Date

Event

Place

Time

27 February

Year 10 My Career Match
Presentation and tour of UniSA

UniSA West Campus

11am – 1pm

22 March

Careers Talk - SAPOL

Portlife Auditorium

11.30am – 12.30pm

28 March

Careers Talk – Australian Submarine
Corp

Portlife Auditorium

11.30am – 12.30pm

8 April

Year 10-12 Career Expo

Adelaide Convention
Centre

8.30am – 11am

5 June

Women in STEM Program

Adelaide University

All Day

6 August

Year 10 and 11 SACE and Career Expo
Compulsory for all students

Portlife Auditorium

5pm – 7.30pm (P)

7-12 August

Students make appointment times with Dr Davis or Mrs Dolphin for advice (PI)

Monday
12 August

Subject Selection Online submission deadline

16/17
August

Flinders University Open Day

Flinders University

See website for details

17 August

Tabor Open Day

Goodwood Road,
Millswood

See website for details

18 August

Adelaide University Open Day

North Terrace Campus

See website for details

North Terrace Campus

See website for details

College TTC Rm 37/38

2pm - 5pm (P)

18 August
3 September

University of South Australia Open
Day
Portside Trade Training Centre Open
Day

24
September

Year 9 & 10 - Flinders Enrichment Day

Flinders University

All Day Program

31 October

Year 7-12 Ingenuity 2019

Adelaide University

TBA

10
December

Trade Training Centre Presentation
Night

Portlife Auditorium

5.30pm

(P) Parents welcome
(PI) Parent(s) and/or students are invited to make a booking with a subject counsellor to discuss subject
preferences

Your College Career and Course Advisers
Dr Adam Davis
SACE Coordinator

SACE, Subject, SATAC, University course advice
Email: adam.davis@portside.sa.edu.au

Mrs Vanessa Dolphin
Careers and VET Coordinator
TTC Manager

VET, Careers, Work placement, Apprenticeships advice
Email: vanessa.dolphin@portside.sa.edu.au
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What you need to do – 4 Simple Steps

Step 1

Your research: visit URL links / take notes / speak with your teachers, family
members and friends.

Step 2

Speak with UNI/TAFE representatives / collect relevant brochures / attend
career and subject expos / speak with individual subject teachers.

Step 3

Five key considerations in your choice:
 CAREER GOALS - narrow down your interest to potential industry areas,
not necessarily specific jobs
 PATHWAYS - identify whether a university or TAFE pathway or blend of
the two is necessary to achieve your career goal(s).
 University entrance score (ATAR): A minimum of four 20 credit stage 2
subjects or course equivalents is required.
 TAFE entrance score: A minimum of three 20 credit stage 2 subjects or
course equivalents is required.
 INTERESTS - choose subjects that genuinely interest you.
 ABILITIES - choose subjects you are capable of doing well.
 PREREQUISITES - certain university courses require you to have studied
particular subject(s) in Year 12.

Step 4

Complete your Subject Selection Online


Complete subject selection by Monday Week 4 of Term 3

Your career adviser is available to discuss your selections with you.
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Recommended Reading List
The links below can be viewed directly by viewing the e‐version from the Portside Christian College website.
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●

SACE Board website
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
For detailed descriptions of SACE Board accredited subjects, VET and all about the SACE.

●

South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC)
http://www.satac.edu.au/
SATAC processes applications for many courses offered at the three South Australian universities, TAFE
SA, Tabor Adelaide to name a few. This website is a one‐stop shop for information about all courses
offered (search in ‘undergraduate’ and ‘TAFE SA’ tabs).

●

Myfuture…. Australia’s career information and exploration service
https://myfuture.edu.au/career‐insight#
A national online resource to build your career profile.

●

SATAC TAFE SA
www.satac.edu.au/TAFE‐SA
Requirements for entry into all courses offered by TAFE SA

●

My Future
https://myfuture.edu.au/userhome#
Career Bullseye resources, case studies, trending courses then create your own career profile.

●

Vocational Education Courses
www.myskills.gov.au/

●

Australian Apprenticeships and Traineeships
https://www.education.gov.au/apprenticeships‐and‐traineeships

●

Skills ①ne
http://skillsone.com.au/
A one‐stop resource for trades and skills with a selection of videos

●

Gap year after Year 12
www.govolunteer.com.au
Use a gap year wisely, travel, volunteer with organisations to learn new skills, pursue a hobby, earn
money

●

Indigenous Portal
www.indigenous.gov.au/

●

Start your own business
www.business.gov.au
For students with entrepreneurial skills can gain training and advice about starting their own business

●

Skillsroad
www.skillsroad.com.au
For students that would like to specialise in apprenticeship and traineeship careers

Section 2
Introduction to the SACE
SACE stands for South Australian Certificate of Education. The SACE is an internationally recognised qualification
that paves the way for young people to move from school to work or further training and study.
Students complete the SACE over two years of full-time study, which most students spread over three years. There
are two stages:
Stage 1:
Stage 2:

Students undertake in Year 11 apart from the Personal Learning Plan in Year 10
Students undertake in Year 12 apart from the Research Project in Year 11

Each successfully completed Stage 1 and Stage 2 subject or course earns ‘credits’ towards the SACE, with a minimum
of 200 credits required for students to achieve the SACE. For more information go to the video at
https://youtu.be/kXLk2FhuGqo
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Terms commonly used in the SACE










SACE Board – an independent statutory authority of the South Australian Government. It is responsible for
the accreditation of subjects, the recognition and assessment of student learning that contribute to
meeting the completion requirements of the SACE.
SACE Board-accredited subjects – subjects and courses that are accredited and quality assured by the SACE
Board. Each Board-accredited subject is described in a subject outline. All Stage 1 and 2 subjects offered
at Portside Christian College are SACE Board-accredited.
SACE Board-accredited courses – courses accredited and quality assured by other education providers and
recognised by the SACE Board for the purposes of SACE completion. Students at Portside Christian College
may enquire about undertaking Vocational Education Training (VET) courses. For Further information, see
Section 4. The list of SACE Board accredited subjects and courses are available at
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying
Compulsory elements – subjects and/or courses that are required in the SACE (highlighted in green, purple
and orange). Students must achieve a minimum C grade (Year 11) or C minus grade (Year 12) in these
subjects.
Non-compulsory elements – optional subject and/or course choices at Stage 1 and 2. Students are required
to demonstrate a level of achievement (grade between A and E) in Board-accredited subjects and a level
that is the equivalent of achievement of relevant standards or competencies in Board-recognised courses.
Subject

Description

SACE Credits

Compulsory (Minimum C or C minus grade or better required)
Personal
Learning Plan
Literacy
Numeracy
Research
Project
Stage 2
subjects or
equivalent
course

Stage 1

10

At least 20 credits from a range of English subjects
completed in Stage 1
At least 10 credits from a range of Mathematical
subjects completed in Stage 1

20
10

Stage 2

10

60 credits at C minus grade or better

60

Subtotal

110

Flexible
Stage 1 or 2
subjects

SACE Board recognised

90
Total
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200

10 credit subjects – subjects that are normally completed within one Semester. Most subjects in Stage 1
are delivered as 10 credit subjects.
20 credit subjects – subjects that are normally completed within the full year. Most subjects in stage 2 are
delivered as 20 credit subjects.
Tertiary Admission Subjects (TAS) – subjects nominated by universities and TAFE SA that can be used for
the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) or TAFE SA Selection Score.
Non-TAS subjects – subjects that contribute toward a SACE certificate only but not an ATAR nor TAFE
Selection Score. These include Modified or Local Subject programs and Community Studies or Community
Learning subjects.



Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) – a score calculated from completion of at least 90 credits of
TAS subjects converted to a percentile ranking. The Rank gives an indication of the overall position of the
student in relation to the student cohort for that year across the state. A higher ATAR gives preference to
that student for the course they wish to enrol in.
Calculation of the ATAR:
The university aggregate calculated at the completion of Year 12 is calculated out of 90 credits from the
best‐scaled scores of at least five stage 2 subjects:
➢
➢
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60 credits (Three 20 credit TAS including valid pairs), plus
30 credits (Flexible option, which is the best 30 credits of scaled scores or scaled score equivalents
from:
✓ The scaled score of a fourth 20 credit TAS;
✓ Half the scaled score of one or more 20 credit TAS
✓ The scaled score of one or more 10 credit TAS;
✓ Scaled score equivalents for Recognized Studies, for example a stage 2 Certificate course, to
the value of 10 or the maximum of 20 credits
For more information on:
ATAR calculation: https://www.satac.edu.au/pages/calculating‐the‐university‐aggregate‐and‐atar
Scaling: https://www.satac.edu.au/pages/scaling
TAFE Selection Score – a score derived from completion of at least 60 credits of TAS, or at the very least 40
credits of TAS and 20 credits of Recognised Studies. A higher TAFE Selection Score gives preference to
student entering TAFE at a Certificate IV or higher. For other courses at TAFE there are other Minimum
Entry Requirements (MER). See https://www.satac.edu.au/pages/tafe‐sa‐entry‐requirements
Precluded combination subjects – if two subjects are a precluded combination then they cannot both
contribute toward calculation of an ATAR or TAFE Selection Score. It is therefore advisable in most cases
that a student then does not undertake both these subjects at Stage 2.
Prerequisite subjects – a SACE Stage 2 TAS subject in which a student must obtain a minimum C minus grade
to be eligible for entry into the university course/program for which the prerequisite is nominated. These
may apply with certain course/programs in Science, Mathematics, Engineering, Pharmacy, Veterinary, Oral
Health, Medicine/Surgery and Dental Surgery.
For a quick guide to these lists for each university, go to The Tertiary Entrance booklet:
https://indd.adobe.com/view/aa34904a‐c091‐4da6‐95ba‐7d5457abbf8f
Certificate course – Certificate I, II or III courses undertaken by students through a recognised Registered
Training Organisation (RTO) also have credit value in the SACE. While there are some exceptions, Certificate
I and II subjects qualify as Stage 1 subjects while most Certificate III subjects qualify as stage 2 subjects. In
any Certificate course, 70 hours is equivalent to 10 credits in the SACE.
Certificate competencies – units of work in a Certificate course. Individual competencies have a certain
hour quota assigned to them necessary for successful completion. Depending on the VET course, a student
may achieve and complete competencies within a Certificate course without necessarily completing the
Certificate.
Community Learning subjects or programs – a student’s involvement and learning within a community
context or program may be incorporated within two non‐TAS Stage 1 or 2 subjects, Community Learning
and Community Studies and contribute toward the SACE. Furthermore, students that have undertaken and
received qualifications in SACE Board recognised Community‐developed Programs may also earn credits
toward their SACE. Examples of SACE Board recognised Community‐developed Programs include Practical
Music Grade 5 (10 credits, Stage 1) and Australian Air Force cadets (20 credits stage 2). For a complete list
of these programs go to https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised‐learning/community‐learning
Important: If you are working toward or have completed one of these approved Community‐
developed Programs please see Dr Davis, your SACE Coordinator, to have these SACE credits
counted.

Section 3
Assessment and Reporting
Individual subject teachers monitor, observe and test students using a variety of assessment tools throughout the
year. Assessment in the SACE may take the form of written tests, oral presentations, journal writing, practical
experiments, student participation, self-evaluation, peer assessment, research assignments, interviews, surveys,
productions, field studies and information technology presentations. This flexibility, ensures students the ability to
demonstrate their learning in a number of ways while the subject’s Performance Standards ensures rigour and
consistency in the way the student’s evidence of learning is assessed.
Summative assessment tasks are designed to match the subject learning assessment plan, approved for teaching
by the SACE Board. These assessment tasks measure student learning and understanding upon completion of a
section or a whole unit of work and contribute to the final SACE assessment. Summative assessments have strict
due date criteria. Late submission of work is not allowed, unless prior negotiations have taken place between
teacher and student. Examinations in some subjects are also an integral part of the assessment process.
For each subject, school grades A to E for Stage 1 and A+ to E- for Stage 2 are reported. In Stages 1 and 2 subjects,
descriptions of each grade level are defined in each subject’s outline, called Performance Standards. The
performance standards describe in detail five levels of achievement, A to E. Individual grades for summative tasks
are determined by the teacher using these performance standards. Teachers undergo rigorous quality assurance
training and external moderation with the SACE Board to ensure the interpretation of these performance standards
are correct and consistently applied.
Assessments of subjects at Stage 1 are entirely school based and may be subject to a moderation audit by the
SACE Board. Assessments of subjects at Stage 2 have a 70% school assessment component and a 30% external
assessment component. Results of the 70% school assessed component are moderated by the SACE Board in all
subjects. The 30% external assessed component (Folio, Performance or Exam) is marked by one or more markers
appointed by the SACE Board.

For more information on how student work is marked: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62weH2SwLPE

Following Year 11, student grades in consultation with teacher’s recommendations give a valuable insight of a
student’s ability to continue with the subject in Year 12. Some individual subjects in Year 12 will have specific entry
grade requirements and it is important these are adhered to ensure maximum success in Year 12.
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Section 4
Vocational Education and Training (VET)
The option of VET courses in Stage 1 and 2 is an important part of Senior School at Portside Christian College in
providing students skills and knowledge for work. Students are provided with opportunities to achieve full
certificates or competencies towards a certificate. These will form part of a student’s ongoing study toward
completion of the SACE and/or beyond school as part of an ongoing apprenticeship/traineeship, or application for
further training.
Portside Christian College students are able to access VET courses in a variety of industry areas. Through our
partnerships with the Western Adelaide Trade Schools program, Trade Training Centres, TAFE SA and other private
Registered Training Organisations (RTO), the College’s Careers and VET Coordinator will endeavour to locate a
suitable VET course for eligible students. For further enquiries please email your Careers and VET Coordinator,
vanessa.dolphin@portside.sa.edu.au

At the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre, the following VET courses will be delivered in 2020
assuming student demand.
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation
●
Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing) (95 SACE credits at Stage 2)
●
Certificate III in Health Services Assistance (70 SACE credits at Stage 2)
(TGSS course fees are subsidised for approved students)
Queensford College
●
Certificate III in Business (70 SACE credits at Stage 2)
Queensford College
●
Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care (115 SACE credits at Stage 2)
(TGSS course fees are subsidised for approved students)
The Australian Centre for Advanced Studies
●
Certificate III in Christian Ministry and Theology (Vetamorphus) (55 SACE credits at Stage 2)
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These on-site VET courses enable students to complete nationally recognised, industry-defined competency
standards. A description of all of these Certificate courses is provided in this handbook under relevant Stage 1 and
Stage 2 subject areas. Students may incorporate VET courses within their subject selections from Year 11 onward
and in some circumstances may do so from Year 10.
For most VET courses, students attend the relevant VET course provider one day per week. It is the responsibility
of the student to make appropriate travel arrangements on these days and negotiate with their subject teacher
work that they miss so that they do not fall behind. Subject teachers will make every endeavour to ensure that
students are not disadvantaged when participating in a VET course by avoiding the setting of tests, exams,
excursions or important practical sessions on VET days.

VET Costs and Payment Scheme
The cost of VET courses varies and are not part of a student’s annual College fees. However, the College will
contribute 50% up to a maximum of $1000, toward the registration cost of a full VET course. The College will
contribute 30% up to a maximum of $400 towards a second VET course.
The VET Payment Scheme is as follows:
●
The College will pay upfront the full course registration fee on behalf of the student.
●
Parents will commence a reimbursement payment plan to the College for the amount owing.
Any additional costs for VET courses (e.g. safety boots, goggles, make-up) become the personal possession of the
student. Therefore, these costs are not the responsibility of the College and must be paid in full by parents. The
College’s VET Payment Scheme does not apply for students choosing to enrol in ‘VET Taster’ courses.
Any VET course enrolment through any RTO is subject to withdrawal penalty fees of which the College has no
control. Therefore, a condition of enrolment will be that should a student withdraw or be required to withdraw
from a VET course (e.g. lack of attendance, change of schools, non-completion of work), parents will reimburse the
College the cost of any cancellation charges or full cost of the course, whichever applies. Students with outstanding
VET course payments will not be eligible to enrol in a subsequent VET course under the College’s VET Payment
Scheme.
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Section 5
Open Access College
The South Australian Open Access College provides students with added choice in their curriculum, allowing them
to undertake specific subjects not available at Portside Christian College. Students undertake these subjects at the
College as part of a virtual classroom, using specialised computer software and telephone-conferencing equipment.
In subjects for which a staff member has teaching experience, that staff member may be available to offer the
student support.
Portside Christian College will consider enrolment of a student into an Open Access subject following consultation
with the SACE Coordinator, student and parents. The College will cover the cost of enrolment for one full-year or
equivalent Open Access College subject. A condition of enrolment, will be that should a student withdraw or be
required to withdraw from the Open Access course (e.g. lack of attendance, change of schools, non-completion of
work), parents will reimburse the College the cost of any cancellation charges or full cost of the subject, whichever
applies. For further enquiries and Open Access enrolments please email your SACE Coordinator,
adam.davis@portside.sa.edu.au
For information about Open Access College subjects go to https://www.openaccess.edu.au
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Section 6
Languages
Senior School students with a particular interest in a language can study this language externally, after school hours
through the School of Languages. Languages listed below may be offered at Beginners, Continuers and or
Background Speaker level. The College will cover the cost of enrolment for students wishing to undertake any Stage
1 or 2 Language subject offered through the School of Languages. Language subjects may also be undertaken
through Open Access College (see Section 5).
Language courses available include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Afrikaans
Arabic
Auslan
Bosnian
Chinese
Croatian
Dinka
French

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

German
Hindi
Indonesian
Italian
Japanese
Khmer
Korean
Nepali

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Persian
Pitjantjatjara
Polish
Punjabi
Serbian
Spanish
Vietnamese

For the most up-to-date information about subjects, school locations and timetables go to
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au
For further enquiries and School of Languages enrolments please email your SACE Coordinator,
adam.davis@portside.sa.edu.au

15

Section 7
University Entry
The main universities in Adelaide, South Australia are:
● CQ University Australia
● Flinders University
● South Australian Institute of Business and Technology
● The University of Adelaide
● Tabor
● Torrens University Adelaide
● University of South Australia
Eligible students will apply to any of these institutions through the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre
(SATAC) at https://www.satac.edu.au/. To be eligible for selection into these university courses/programs, students
must:

1. Qualify for the SACE
2. Obtain a required Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). See page 10; ‘Calculation of an ATAR for
university entrance’.

3. Meet any prerequisite subject requirements for the course/program. See page 10; ‘Prerequisite subjects’.
A number of university programs also list SACE subjects as 'Assumed Knowledge'. These subjects indicate the
academic background that is assumed of students entering the program. However, while desirable, these
subjects are not required for admission into the course/program.
To be eligible for selection into most other undergraduate-entry university programs in Australia, the ATAR is the
primary criterion for entry. However, for some interstate programs, an adjusted equivalent ATAR is calculated
and/or different prerequisite subject(s) may apply, for example Year 12 English.
Please check with the relevant interstate Tertiary Admission Centres if interstate tertiary study is a possibility
for you.
Go to https://www.vtac.edu.au/applying/66-general-information/general-information/255-tacs.html for links to
other interstate tertiary admission centres.
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Section 8
TAFE Entry
TAFE offers over 1000 courses delivered across over 48 metropolitan and country campuses.
TAFE offers the following levels of awards:
● Certificate in Vocational Education
● Certificates I, II, III and IV
● Associate Diploma
● Diploma
● Advanced Diploma
● Degree
For courses and programs offered at TAFE SA visit http://www.tafesa.edu.au/courses
TAFE SA courses offered through SATAC (ie post school) have Minimum Entry Requirements (MER), which all
applicants must meet in order to be eligible for selection. MER differ according to the level of the TAFE SA course
concerned. MER include combinations of the SACE, Certificate qualifications and TAFE SA Assessment of Basic
Skills test (TABS).
●
●
●

Courses at Certificate IV or higher require the SACE and TAFE Selection Score
Certificate III courses require the SACE
Certificate II courses require a literacy standard by the successful completion of 20 credits of Stage 1 English,
or the equivalent and meet a numeracy standard by the successful completion of 10 credits of Stage 1
Mathematics, or the equivalent

Meeting the MER does not guarantee acceptance into a course and selection criteria apply (For example:
interview, recognition of work experience, volunteer work or employment in the industry).
Eligible students may apply directly through TAFE or through the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre
(SATAC) at https://www.satac.edu.au/. Students may be eligible for Australian government funding support in
some Australian states for higher Certificate and Diploma courses. For more information visit
http://study.upskilled.edu.au/government-funding/
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STAGE 1

SUBJECTS

STAGE 1
ARTS
Creative Arts
Music
Visual Arts - Art

Stage 1 Subjects
ARTS

Year 10

Stage 1
(Year 11)

Stage 2
(Year 12)

Art

Visual Art - Art

Visual Art- Art

Dance or Drama

Creative Arts

Creative Arts

Ensemble
Performance

Music

Music Advanced
or Music
Experience

Solo Performance

Music
Explorations

20

Creative Arts
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Study of Dance or Drama in Year 10 required.

Course Content

In Creative Arts, students actively participate in the development and presentation of
creative arts products. These may take the form of, for example, concerts, plays and
community performances. In negotiation with their teacher, students undertake
specialized study in one or more practitioners’ roles including, but not limited to,
actor, dancer, choreographer, designer, and/or director.
The following areas of study are covered:
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

21

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of core concepts specific to
relevant creative arts disciplines
investigate the nature and processes of working productively in the creative
arts
demonstrate knowledge of working creatively, through an exploration of
creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, and technologies
apply practical skills, techniques, and processes to work creatively and
productively for a purpose
work productively to develop and present their creative arts product(s)
communicate and reflect on creative arts ideas, processes, products, and
opinions.

Assessment at Stage 1 is school-based. Students demonstrate evidence of their
learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Creative Arts Process
Development and Production
Concepts in Creative Arts Disciplines
Creative Arts in Practice

Assessment Type 1: Product
Assessment Type 2: Folio

Stage 2 Creative Arts. Future study options include degrees in Creative Arts (Dance,
Fashion, Visual Arts, Costume Design), Screen and Media, Visual Effects and Media
and Film and Production

Music Experience or Music Advanced
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Music (at least one semester) or equivalent. A keen
interest in Music is essential. Students must nominate at least one chosen instrument
to focus on for the development of practical skills throughout the course. Enrolment
in private instrumental lessons for the development of vocal/ proficiency is
recommended to meet the performance standards.

Course Content

Students enrol into the most applicable music program, either:

Learning
Requirements



Music Experience - designed for students with emerging musical skills and
provide opportunities for students to develop their musical understanding and
skills in creating and responding to music. OR



Music Advanced - designed to extend students’ existing musical understanding
and skills in creating and responding to music.

The subject consists of the following strands:




Understanding music
Creating music
Responding to music

Students are involved in a selection of learning activities such as:





Assessment

Assessment at Stage 1 is school-based. Students demonstrate evidence of their
learning through the following assessment types:



Pathways

Performing (Ensemble and Solo)
Composing, Arranging, Transcribing, Improvising
Music Technology
History and Analysis of Musical Styles
Theory, Aural, and Musical language development

Creative Works
Musical Literacy

Music Experience programs provide pathways to Stage 2 Music Performance —
Ensemble, Music Performance — Solo, and/or Music Explorations.
Music Advanced programs provide pathways to Stage 2 Music Studies, Music
Performance — Ensemble, Music Performance — Solo, and/or Music Explorations (by
negotiation with the Music Teacher and SACE Coordinator).
University options include: Degrees in Music Performance – Jazz, Classical or
Contemporary, Composing and Arranging, Sound Technology and Recording, Music
Education, Music Ministry, and Business – Music Industry, & Music Therapy.
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Visual Art - Art
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of one semester of Year 10 Visual Art. A strong interest in Art is
essential.

Course Content

Students will undertake learning and assessment in the following areas:
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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conceive, develop, and make work(s) of art or design that reflect the
development of personal visual ideas
demonstrate visual thinking through the development and evaluation of ideas
and explorations in technical skills with media, materials and technologies
apply technical skills in using media, materials, and technologies to solve
problems and resolve work(s) of art or design
communicate knowledge and understanding of their own and other
practitioners’ works of art or design
analyse, interpret, and respond to visual arts in cultural, social, and/or historical
contexts

Assessment at Stage 1 is school-based. Students demonstrate evidence of their
learning through the following assessment types:
●
●
●

Pathways

Visual thinking – Developing an A3 Folio of drawing and ideas
Practical Resolution – A high quality finished Artwork
Visual Arts in Context – Theoretical Research and Art History

Folio
Practical
Visual Study

Stage 2/ Tertiary Visual Art and/or other humanities/arts subjects.

STAGE 1
ENGLISH
English Literature
Essential English
General English

ENGLISH

Year 10

Stage 1
(Year 11)

English
Literature

Stage 2
(Year 12)

English Literary
Studies
General English

English

General English
General English
Essential
English
Essential
English

Essential
English

For achievement of the SACE, students require a compulsory 20 credits of any Stage 1 English
subject with C grade or better.
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English Literature
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 English at a minimum B grade achievement level.

Course Content

Students will undertake learning and assessment in the following areas:
Responding to Texts
●
●
●

The Importance of Being Earnest (play) – Oscar Wilde
Poetry – Student Negotiated
The Road (novel) – Cormac McCarthy

Creating Texts
●
●

Narrative
Spoken Word

Intertextual Study
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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analyse relationships between purpose, audience, and context, and how these
influence texts and their meaning
identify ways in which ideas and perspectives are represented in texts
analyse how language and stylistic features and conventions are used to convey
ideas and perspectives in texts
create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts for particular purposes, audiences,
and contexts
identify and analyse intertextual connections
apply knowledge and understanding of accurate spelling, punctuation, syntax,
and conventions.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●
●

Pathways

About a Boy (novel) – Nick Hornby
About a Boy (film) – Chris and Paul Wiez
Student Negotiated texts

Responding to Texts
Creating Texts
Intertextual Study

Stage 2 English Literary Studies; Admission to any university course, especially
language rich subjects and English majors at tertiary level and for TAFE studies.

Essential English
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Completion of Year 10 English or equivalent.

Course Content

Students will undertake learning and assessment in the following areas:
Creating Texts:
●
●
●
●

Narrative
Writing for an audience
Instructional or motivational speech
Recount

Responding to Texts:
●
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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develop communication skills through reading, viewing, writing, listening, and
speaking
comprehend information, ideas, and perspectives in texts selected from social,
cultural, community, workplace, and/or imagined contexts
identify and analyse how the structure and language of texts varies for different
purposes, audiences, and contexts
express information, ideas, and perspectives using a range of textual
conventions
create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts appropriate for purpose and
audience in real and/or imagined contexts

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Exposition
Text Analysis
Print Media Analysis
Film Analysis

Responding to Texts
Creating Texts

Stage 2 Essential English

General English
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 English or equivalent.

Course Content

Students will undertake learning and assessment in the following areas:
Responding to Text Types such as:
●
●
●

Film
Poetry
Advertisement

Creating Text Types such as:
●
●

Narrative
Persuasive Speech

Intertextual Study including:
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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develop communication skills through reading, viewing, writing, listening, and
speaking
comprehend information, ideas, and perspectives in texts selected from social,
cultural, community, workplace, and/or imagined contexts
identify and analyse how the structure and language of texts varies for different
purposes, audiences, and contexts
express information, ideas, and perspectives using a range of textual
conventions
create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts appropriate for purpose and
audience in real and/or imagined contexts.

Assessment at Stage 1 is school-based. Students demonstrate evidence of their
learning through the following assessment types:
●
●
●

Pathways

Animal Farm (novel) and I, Robot (film)

Responding to Texts
Creating Texts
Intertextual Study

Students can study either English or English Literature Studies (if they achieve A grade
in Stage 1 English) at Stage 2 level. English can be used for admission to any university
course. It is a very useful preparation for all courses, especially Arts, Humanities and
Law at tertiary level and for TAFE studies.

STAGE 1

HEALTH AND
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
Outdoor Education
Physical Education
Vocational Education and Training (VET) delivered
at Portside Christian College
Trade Training Centre:

Certificate III in Early
Childhood Education and
Care (ECEC)
Certificate III in Health
Services Assistance
Certificate III in Individual
Support (Ageing)

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Year 10

Physical
Education

Outdoor
Education

Stage 1
(Year 11)
Outdoor
Education

Outdoor
Education

Physical
Education

Physical
Education

Outdoor
Education

Outdoor
Education

Physical
Education

Physical
Education

Certificate III

Home Economics
Elective
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Stage 2
(Year 12)

OR

Certificate III

Certificate Courses in Bakery,
Hospitality (External VET Courses)

Outdoor Education
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Students should have proven their commitment to Year 10 Physical Education and
ideally, though not a requirement completed the Year 10 Outdoor Education elective.

Course Content

Students undertake studies in each of the following areas:
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

Environment and Conservation
Planning and Management of outdoor activities and journeys
Personal growth and development

Students will develop their skills, knowledge and understanding for learning in natural
environments:
Students develop an appreciation of their place in natural environments through
learning experiences that take place in geographical locations. As they spend time
learning in natural environments students develop a range of skills, knowledge, and
understanding to support and manage safe, sustainable and responsive experiences in
natural environments.
Students develop planning skills and consider risk management and relevant practical
skills for outdoor experiences that enable them to travel in a safe and
environmentally sustainable way through natural environments. Through these
experiences students develop self-confidence and group skills to productively
contribute to successful outcomes.
The three focus areas provide real life contexts through which students develop
transferable skills in the following key areas:
●
●
●

Assessment

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●

●

Pathways
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Preparation and Planning
Managing Risk
Team work and decision-making

About Natural Environments: develop an understanding of environmental
systems and issues of potential human impacts on natural environments
through investigation of ecosystems and consideration of historical, cultural
and/or personal perspectives of at least one environmental area.
Experiences in Natural Environments: plan activities and journeys in a group.
Students use peer and self-assessment to gather information about the
development of their team work and practical outdoor skills.

Stage 2 Outdoor Education. Further study options include degrees in Sport, Health
and Physical Activity, Teaching or further training in Fitness, Sport and Recreation

Physical Education
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
yes

Prerequisite(s)

Students should have proven their commitment to Physical Education.

Course Content

Students undertake studies in each of the focus areas. The focus areas provide the
narrative for the knowledge, skills and capabilities that students develop.
Learning is delivered through an integrative approach where opportunities are
provided for students to undertake, and learn through, a wide range of physical
activities.
Focus Areas:
●
In Movement
●
Through Movement
●
About Movement

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways
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apply knowledge and understanding of movement concepts and strategies in
physical activity
reflect on movement concepts and strategies in physical activity
apply communication and collaborative skills in physical activity contexts
explore and analyse evidence related to physical activity
reflect on and apply feedback to improve participation and/or performance in
physical activity
communicate using subject specific terminology in a variety of modes.

Improvement Analysis
Physical Activity Investigation

Stage 2 Physical Education; Provides essential background for the study of Physical
Education and Sports Science as well as TAFE Recreation and Sport courses.

Early Childhood Education and Care (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12

Stage
2

Credit
115

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.

Course Content

This is a practical course with students learning how to care for, interact and work
with young children. On completion of this Certificate, students qualify to work in the
childcare industry. This Certificate is well suited to students who have a genuine
interest in caring for children including those who are thinking about pursuing a
career in teaching.
This Certificate includes 15 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●

support behaviour of children and young people
provide care for babies and toddlers
provide experiences to support children’s play and learning

It also includes Provide an Emergency First Aid Response in an Education and Care
Setting First Aid HLTAID004 Certificate.
Many of the skills acquired in this industry are in demand around Australia and
internationally.
Course Duration




Pathways

Child Care Worker, Nanny, Team Leader, Director, After Hours Care, Early
Childhood/Primary School Teacher.
●
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1 day per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre (Tuesday)
plus 120 hours of work placement
Full Year Course

May contribute toward an ATAR

Health Services Assistance (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12
Prerequisite(s)

Course Content

Stage
2

Credit
70

Exam
none

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.
Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre supports student learning in an
equipped hospital skills lab, including two fully equipped hospital beds, hoist, sink and
shower bay. Together, this equipment enables students to learn about their use
before commencing work placements.
Certificate lll in Health Services Assistance is well suited to students who have an
interest in health, medicine or nursing. It gives them an excellent foundation for any
further pathway in health they may choose in the future. It covers a range of work
roles who provide assistance to health professional staff with the care of clients.
Learning supports transferable skills and pathways into Enrolled or Registered
Nursing, Personal Care Worker, Aged Carer, Patient Support Assistant, Patient Care
Assistant, Community Care and Home Care Settings, Orderly - Transporting clients in
an acute care setting.
This Certificate includes 15 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●

recognise healthy body systems in a health care context
interpret and apply medical terminology appropriately
assist with client movement

This Certificate also includes an Apply First Aid Course HLTAID003.
Many of the skills acquired in this industry are in demand around Australia and
internationally.
Course Duration

●
●

Pathways

Ambulance Officer, Anaesthetist, Dental Hygienist, Registered Nurse, Enrolled Nurse,
Doctor/Medical Practitioner, Midwife, Pharmacist, Speech Pathologist, Ward
Assistant, Occupational Therapist, Assistant in Nursing, Nursing Assistant, Nursing
Support Worker, Wards Person, Patient Care Attendant
●
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Full Year Course
1 day per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre plus 100
hours of work placement

May contributes toward an ATAR

Individual Support (Ageing) (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12
Prerequisite(s)

Course Content

Stage
2

Credit
95

Exam
none

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.
Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre supports student learning in an
equipped hospital skills lab, including two fully equipped hospital beds, hoist, sink and
shower bay. Together, this equipment enables students to learn about their use
before commencing work placements.
Students complete a full Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing) gaining new skills
and knowledge to gain employment in Aged Care which desperately needs workers
who have a passion and desire to provide care and support to the elderly in an Aged
Care Facility or their home. The training engages learners to deliver care that places
the client at the centre of service with inclusive decision-making and informed client
choices about activities of their daily care and living.
Learning supports transferable skills and pathways into Enrolled or Registered
Nursing, Disability Services, Aged Care - Personal Care Worker for Residential Aged
Care, Community Care and Home Care Settings, Orderly - Transporting clients in an
acute care setting.
Certificate lll in Individual Support (Ageing) is well suited to students who have an
interest in health, medicine or nursing. Students acquire transferable skills which give
them an excellent foundation for any further pathway in health they may choose in
the future. It covers a range of work roles who provide assistance to health
professional staff with the care of clients.
This Certificate includes 15 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●

recognise healthy body systems in a health care context
meet personal support needs
facilitate the empowerment of older people

This Certificate also includes an Apply First Aid Course HLTAID003.
Many of the skills acquired in this industry are in demand around Australia and
internationally.
Course Duration

●
●

Pathways

Registered Nurse, Enrolled Nurse, Doctor/Medical Practitioner, Midwife, Speech
Pathologist, Ward Assistant, Occupational Therapist, Assistant in Nursing, Nursing
Assistant, Nursing Support Worker, Wards Person, Patient Care Attendant
●
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Full Year Course
1 day per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre plus 120
hours of work placement

May contribute toward an ATAR

STAGE 1

MATHEMATICS

Essential Mathematics
General Mathematics
Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics

MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

Year 10

Stage 1
(Year 11)

Specialist
Mathematics

Stage 2
(Year 12)

Specialist
Mathematics

Mathematical
Methods
Mathematical
Methods
General
Mathematics

Mathematics

General
Mathematics

General
Mathematics

Essential
Mathematics

Students undertaking Specialist Mathematics will also undertake Mathematical Methods at the same year
level.

For achievement of the SACE, students require a compulsory 10 credits of a Stage 1 Mathematics
subject with C grade or better.
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Essential Mathematics
Year
11
Prerequisite(s)

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
none

Completion of Year 10 Mathematics.
This subject provides opportunities for students to meet the numeracy requirement
of the SACE and to gain additional numeracy support for their studies and future
pathways. Students extend their mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical
problem-solving in everyday and workplace contexts.

Course Content

Stage 1 Essential Mathematics consists of the following topics:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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understand mathematical information and concepts
apply mathematical skills and techniques to solve practical problems in
everyday contexts
develop skills in gathering, representing, analysing, and interpreting data
relevant to everyday contexts
interpret results and use mathematical reasoning to draw conclusions and
consider the appropriateness of solutions
make discerning use of electronic technology
communicate mathematically and present mathematical information in a
variety of ways.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Calculations, Time and Ratio
Earning and Spending
Geometry
Data in Context
Measurement
Investing

Skills and Applications Tasks
Mathematical Investigation

Developing mathematical skills for application in VET, apprenticeships and
employment.

General Mathematics
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematics at a minimum C grade achievement
level.

Course Content

Students extend theory mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical problem
solving and mathematical modelling in everyday contexts. Students can select from
the following six topics:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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understand mathematical concepts and relationships
investigate and analyse mathematical information in a variety of contexts
select and apply the mathematical techniques and algorithms to analyse and
solve problems, including forming and testing predictions
interpret results, draw conclusions, and consider the reasonableness of
solutions in context
communicate mathematically and present mathematical information in a
variety of ways
make discerning use of electronic technology

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Investing and Borrowing
Measurement
Statistical Investigation
Applications of Trigonometry
Linear and Exponential Functions and their Graphs
Matrices and Networks

Skills and Applications Tasks
Mathematical Investigation

Stage 2 General Mathematics. Provide students skills necessary for employment in
business and apprenticeship areas, building and construction, aquaculture,
agriculture, retail, office management, and visual arts.

Mathematical Methods
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematics at a minimum B grade achievement
level.

Course Content

Topics undertaken are:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

understand mathematical concepts and relationships, making use of electronic
technology where appropriate to aid and enhance understanding
identify, collect, and organise mathematical information relevant to
investigating and finding solutions to questions/problems taken from social,
scientific, economic, or historical contexts
recognise and apply the mathematical techniques needed when analysing and
solving a problem in context
interpret results, draw conclusions and reflect on the reasonableness of these
in the context of a problem
communicate mathematical reasoning and ideas to a variety of audiences by
using appropriate language and representations
work both independently and cooperatively in planning, organising, and
carrying out mathematical activities

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Functions and graphs
Polynomials
Trigonometry
Counting and Statistics
Growth and Decay
Introduction to Differential Calculus

Skills and Applications Tasks
Mathematical Investigation

Stage 2 General Mathematics and Mathematical Methods
A prerequisite for university courses including Biomedical Science, Biotechnology,
Dental Surgery, Engineering, Computer Science, Finance/Mathematical Computer
Science, Laser Physics, Geoscience and Mathematical and Computer Sciences.

40

Specialist Mathematics
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematics at a minimum A grade achievement
level.

Course Content

Topics undertaken are:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences
Geometry
Vectors in a Plane
Trigonometry
Matrices
Real and Complex Numbers

Students who want to undertake Specialist Mathematics at Stage 2 will need to
complete:
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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understand mathematical concepts and relationships, making use of electronic
technology to aid and enhance understanding
identify, collect, and organise mathematical information relevant to
investigating and finding solutions to questions/problems taken from social,
scientific, economic, or historical contexts
recognise and apply the mathematical techniques needed when analysing and
solving a problem in context
interpret results, draw conclusions and reflect on the reasonableness of these
in the context of a problem
communicate mathematical reasoning and ideas to a variety of audiences by
using appropriate language and representations
work both independently and cooperatively in planning, organising, and
carrying out mathematical activities

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

At least 10 credits of Specialist Mathematics at Stage 1
Two 10-credit units of Stage 1 Mathematical Methods

Skills and Applications Tasks
Mathematical Investigation

Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics. A prerequisite for university courses in mathematical
sciences, engineering, computer science, physical sciences, and surveying.

STAGE 1
SCIENCE
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

SCIENCE

Year 10

Stage 1
(Year 11)

Stage 2
(Year 12)

Chemistry

Chemistry

Physics

Physics

Biology

Biology

Psychology

Psychology

Science
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Biology
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Science at a minimum C grade achievement level.

Course Content

The following topics provide the framework for learning in Stage 1 Biology:
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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apply science inquiry skills to design and conduct biological investigations, using
appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices
obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of biological
investigations
evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify
conclusions
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of biological concepts in new
and familiar contexts
explore and understand science as a human endeavour
communicate knowledge and understanding of biological concepts, using
appropriate terms, conventions, and representations.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Cells and Microorganisms
Infectious Disease
Multicellular Organisms
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics

Investigations Folio
Skills and Applications Tasks

At least one semester of Stage 1 Biology is recommended preparation for Stage 2
Biology. Students entering university Health Sciences and Science degrees.

Chemistry
Year
11

Stage
1

Credit
10 or 20

Exam
yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Science at a minimum C grade achievement level.

Course Content

The topics covered are:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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Apply science inquiry skills to deconstruct a problem and design and conduct
chemistry investigations, using appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working
practices
Obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of chemistry
investigations
Evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify
conclusions
Develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts in new
and familiar contexts
Explore and understand science as a human endeavour
Communicate knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts, using
appropriate terms, conventions and representations.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Materials and their Atoms
Combinations of Atoms
Molecules
Mixtures and Solutions
Acid and Bases
Redox Reactions

Investigations Folio
Skills and Applications Task

A full year is necessary preparation for Stage 2 Chemistry. A single or double semester
of Stage 1 Chemistry is a good foundation for Stage 2 Biology. Stage 2 Chemistry is a
university prerequisite for some courses including Science, Biotechnology, Dental
surgery, Chemical Engineering and Molecular Drug Design

Physics
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Science and Mathematics at a minimum C grade
achievement level.

Course Content

The study of Physics is constructed around using qualitative and quantitative models,
laws, and theories to better understand matter, forces, energy, and the interaction
among them. Physics seeks to explain natural phenomena, from the subatomic world
to the macro-cosmos, and to make predictions about them.
The topics covered are:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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apply science inquiry skills to design and conduct physics investigations, using
appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices
obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of physics
investigations
evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify
conclusions
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics concepts in new and
familiar contexts
explore and understand science as a human endeavour
communicate knowledge and understanding of physics concepts, using
appropriate terms, conventions, and representations

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Linear Motion and Forces
Electric Circuits
Heat
Energy and Momentum
Waves
Nuclear Models and Radioactivity

Investigations Folio (50%)
Skills and Applications Tasks (50%)

Physics is a prerequisite or preferred knowledge for many science-based university and
TAFE courses, opening up opportunities for careers as diverse as engineering,
environmental science and medicine.

Psychology
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Science at a minimum C grade achievement level or
Year 10 Science Pathways at a minimum B grade achievement level.

Course Content

The following topics are offered:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject students are expected to be able to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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describe the factors that cause psychological differences and similarities
between people and give examples of how these factors affect the behaviour of
self, others, and groups
search for, evaluate, and organise psychological information and use language
effectively to communicate key ideas, understandings, processes, and values in
a range of contexts
demonstrate an understanding of ethical research be designing, undertaking,
and evaluating guided investigations
make informed decisions about issues, events, and situations in society by
applying relevant psychological principles and ethics and Christian values
demonstrate critical reflection and organisation in the application of
psychological principles, taking into account ethical and Christian considerations
analyse the behaviours of self, other individuals, and groups of people in
different contexts in a way that recognises the values of independence and
interdependence and dependence on God
undertake a variety of roles while working as a member of a team to achieve
individual and shared goals

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Introduction to psychology
Forensic Psychology
Social Influence and Interaction
Emotion
Human Psychological Development
Brain and Behaviour

Investigations Folio
Skills and Applications Task

At least one Semester of Stage 1 Psychology is recommended for Stage 2 Psychology.
Students entering university course in Health Sciences, Teaching and Psychology will
benefit from knowledge of Stage 2 Psychology.

STAGE 1

BUSINESS
INNOVATION AND
TECHNOLOGY
Business Innovation
Design and Technology Communication Products
Vocational Education and Training (VET) delivered
at Portside Christian College
Trade Training Centre:

Certificate III in Business

BUSINESS, ENTERPRISE AND TECHNOLOGY

Year 10

Stage 1

Stage 2

(Year 11)

(Year 12)

Business Innovation
Business/Civics and
Citizenship

Business Innovation

Business Innovation
Certificate III
Business
Workplace
Practices

Business Innovation

49

Design &Technology
Communication
Products

Design & Technology
Communication
Products

Design & Technology
Communication
Products

Certificate III
Business

Business Innovation

Workplace
Practices

Business Innovation
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Business and/or Civics and Citizenship.

Course Content

Students undertake up to two key contexts and four learning strands.
Key contexts are:
●
●

start-up business
existing business

Options topics include
●
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

50

explore problems and generate possible solutions to meet customer problems
or needs using a customer-focused approach
develop and apply financial awareness and decision-making skills using
assumption based planning tools
respond to and apply business and financial information to develop and
communicate business models and evaluate the effectiveness of these models
analyse the responsibilities and impact of business models on local and global
communities
explore and analyse opportunities presented by digital and emerging
technologies in business contexts
apply communication and collaborative skills in business contexts

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

finding and solving problems
financial awareness and decision-making
business information and communication
global, local and digital connections

Business Skills
Business Pitch

Stage 2 Business Innovation. It also provides a range of skills and knowledge for
students who may wish to run their own business. This course provides students with
preparation and understanding of the business environment for further study at
University or TAFE in business related areas. It offers students business knowledge
and skills to function more effectively in society

Business (Certificate III)
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

10, 11 or 12

2

70

none

Prerequisite(s)

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.

Course Content

This course forms part of the Australian Government Department of Education and
Training BSB Business Services Training Package. The Business Services Training
package focuses not only on services for specific industry sectors such as legal
services, employment services, engagement centre services, work health and safety
services and marketing and advertising, but also provides administrative, business
and management qualifications that are widely used across all industries.

This Certificate III introduces business concepts and is well suited to students who
have an interest in business operations, innovation, customer service and analysing
customer feedback and data.
This Certificate includes 12 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●
●

Support the recruitments, selection and induction of staff
Design and produce business documents
Deliver and monitor a service to customers
Maintain financial records

Course Duration

●
●

Three hours per week once a week (2.15pm – 5.15pm)
February to September

Pathways

The Business Services Training Package provides pathways in broad business areas
which include: Administration, Business Development, Communication, Creativity and
Innovation, Design, Finance, Information and Communications Technology,
Knowledge Management, Library Information Systems and Management and
Leadership.
●
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May contribute toward an ATAR

Design and Technology - Communication Products
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10 or 20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 Digital Media and/or Photography

Course Content

Students design and create products or systems that meet a design brief, and develop
the knowledge and skills associated with using different processes and production
techniques. They combine their designing and creating skills with knowledge and
understanding of materials, information, and equipment to make high-quality
products. The Communication Products focus area of Design and Technology involves
the use of materials such as symbols, signs, images, sound, or other data to design
and make products that communicate information.
Examples of contexts for communication products include:
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

52

investigate the purpose, design concepts, processes, and production techniques
of existing products
create, test, validate, modify, and communicate design ideas for an identified
need, problem, or challenge
apply appropriate knowledge and understanding of skills, processes,
procedures, and techniques to a range of technological activities
evaluate the product development and outcome with reference to the design
brief
analyse the impact of technological practices, products, on individuals, society,
and/or the environment.

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in
Stage 1 Design and Technology:
●
●
●

Pathways

photography
graphics

Skills and Applications Tasks
Folio
Product

Stage 2 Design and Technology. The pathway benefits for this subject include
anything in the media industry, from graphic design, film, visual effects and games.
Students will be exposed to a variety of Adobe applications, often used in industry
standard work and the main software used in TAFE and University courses that are
centred on this topic.

STAGE 1

HUMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Ancient Studies
Modern History

Vocational Education and Training (VET) delivered
at Portside Christian College
Trade Training Centre:

Certificate III in Christian
Ministry and Theology
(Vetamorphus)

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Year 10

Stage 1
(Year 11)

Stage 2
(Year 12)

Modern History

Modern History

History
Ancient Studies

Certificate III
Christian Ministry
and Theology
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OR

Certificate III
Christian Ministry
and Theology

Ancient Studies
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 History.

Course Content

Students undertake the following topics:
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the nature of historical and/or
archaeological evidence
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of texts, artefacts, ideas, events
and/or people
understand life in the ancient world, including beliefs, attitudes and/or values
apply inquiry skills to analyse and evaluate sources and perspectives, and
synthetise evidence
research and understand the ideas and innovations that emerged from the
ancient world, and consider their influence
communicate ideas and arguments, using subject specific language

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Understanding ancient history
Art, architecture, and technology
Warfare and conquest
Beliefs, rituals, and methodology

Skills and Applications
Inquiry

Stage 2 History. Future careers in archaeology, classical studies, historical research and
writing, teaching, journalism, librarianship and archival management, government
agencies, museums, cultural heritage and tourism, business administration, politics
and publishing.

Modern History
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

11

1

10

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Year 10 History.

Course Content

Students undertake the following topics that explore the changes within the world
since 1750:
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment
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understand and explore historical concepts
understand and explore the role of ideas, people, and events in history
analyse developments and/or movements in the modern world, and their shortterm and long-term impacts
analyse ways in which societies in the modern world have been shaped by both
internal and external forces and challenges
apply the skills of historical inquiry to examine and evaluate sources and
interpretations, and support arguments
draw conclusions and communicate reasoned historical arguments

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
●
●

Pathways

Imperialism
Decolonisation
Revolution
Indigenous Peoples

Historical Skills
Historical Study

Stage 2 History. Future careers in historical research and writing, teaching, journalism,
librarianship and archival management, government agencies, museums, cultural
heritage and tourism, business administration, politics and publishing.

Christian Ministry and Theology (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12

Stage
2

Credit
55

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

None prescribed.

Course Content

Certificate III in Christian Ministry and Theology (Vetamorphus) is a national
discipleship program focusing on raising up a generation of young leaders to reach
beyond the potential they see in themselves.
Students are mentored and become involved in aspects of ministry and volunteer
work in the community. Retreats are held over 3 weekends during the year and are a
compulsory part of this certificate.
Five Values of Vetamorphus are:
●
●
●
●
●

gives validity to a student’s desire to grow in their faith whilst at school and
recognizes ‘spiritual formation as the core of education’
is valuable, ensuring positive growth occurs in the student’s faith, personal
integrity and leadership capacity
is a place to empower students and invites them to make informed decisions
about their own faith
is diverse, meaning students from all denominations and church backgrounds
can be involved
is available to students all across Australia and is not restricted by a person’s
financial or geographical situation

Course duration

●
●
●

Pathways

Christian Ministry, Teaching, Community Services, Aged Care, Counselling, Social
Work Youth.
●
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2 hours per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre
Three weekend retreats
Full Year course

May contribute toward an ATAR

STAGE 1

CROSS
DISCIPLINARY
Personal Learning Plan
For achievement of the SACE, students require a
compulsory 10 credits of Stage 1 Personal Learning
Plan with C grade or better.

CROSS DISCIPLINARY
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Year 10

Stage 1
(Year 11)

Stage 2
(Year 12)

PLP

PLP

Workplace
Practices

Personal Learning Plan
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

10 or 11

1

10

none

Prerequisite(s)

PLP is a compulsory subject in the SACE. Students must achieve a C grade or better to
successfully complete the SACE.
Students that have not completed PLP in Year 10 will be required to in Year 11.

Course Content

The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) helps students plan for their future by assisting them
in setting goals and making informed decisions about the subjects they will study in
Years 11 and 12, and any course outside of school
●
●

Direction in future pathways and possible career choices
Supporting them to prepare for and achieve career, learning and personal goals

Students normally complete the PLP in Year 10 so that they can plan for successful
SACE learning in Years 11 and 12.
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●

Assessment

identify, explore, and develop personal and learning goals, and strategies to
achieve them
select, understand, and explain one or more capabilities relevant to achieving
their goals
develop the selected capability or capabilities
review their learning.

Students provide evidence of their learning through a set of four to five assessments.
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in the
Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan:
●
●

Pathways

Folio
Review

VET pathway decisions and Stage 2 Workplace Practices

Students who have not completed PLP in Year 10 will be required to in Year 11
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STAGE 2

SUBJECTS

STAGE 2
ARTS
Creative Arts
Ensemble Performance
Music Explorations
Solo Performance
Visual Art - Art

Creative Arts
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

12

20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Study of Year 11 Creative Arts required.

Course Content

In Creative Arts, students actively participate in the development and presentation of creative
arts products. These may take the form of, for example, concerts, plays and community
performances. In negotiation with their teacher, students undertake specialized study in one
or more practitioners’ roles including, but not limited to, actor, dancer, choreographer,
designer, and/or director.
The following areas of study are covered:
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Creative Arts Process
Development and Production
Concepts in Creative Arts Disciplines
Creative Arts in Practice

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of concepts specific to relevant creative
arts disciplines
Investigate and critically analyse the nature and processes of working productively in
the creative arts
Demonstrate knowledge of working creatively, within or across art forms, through an
exploration of creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, and technologies
Apply practical skills, techniques, and processes to work creatively and productively for
a purpose
Work productively to develop, present, and evaluate their creative arts product(s)
Communicate and critically reflect on personal creative arts ideas, processes, products,
and opinions
Evaluate creative arts products, with reference to processes, outcomes, and contexts.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School assessment (70%)


Product (50%)



Inquiry (40%)

External assessment (30%)
●

Pathways
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Practical Skills

Future study options include degrees in Creative Arts (Dance, Fashion, Visual Arts,
Costume Design), Screen and Media, Visual Effects and Media and Film and
Production

Ensemble Performance
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

10

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Students who undertake this subject are assumed to have attained a performance
standard that reflects at least 3 years of development on their chosen instrument or
voice. It is expected that students studying a music performance subject should be
undertaking private lessons with an instrumental teacher to maintain suitable technical
standard. These can be organised through the College.
●
Students must combine this with the 10 credit Stage 2 Solo Performance
subject

Course Content

Students develop and extend their musical skills and techniques in creating performances as
part of an ensemble. They interpret musical works, and apply to their performances an
understanding of the style, structure, and conventions appropriate to the repertoire. The course
consists of:
●
●
●

Understanding Music
Creating Music (performance)
Responding to Music

Students extend their musical literacy through discussing key musical elements of the
repertoire, and interpreting creative works. Students express their musical ideas through
performing, critiquing, and evaluating their own performances.

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

attend all rehearsals and performances throughout the year for their ensemble
demonstrate confidence as an ensemble performer
present a repertoire of contrasting works or an extended work with a number of
contrasting sections for instrument or voice
demonstrate accuracy, musical skills, and technique as an ensemble performer
demonstrate musicianship in interpretation by performing musically a range of works to a
public audience
contribute to the cohesiveness of and demonstrate musical rapport within the ensemble
to engage the audience

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School assessment (70%)


Performance (30%)



Performance and Discussion (40%)

External assessment (30%)


Pathways
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Performance Portfolio

TAFE or University pathways include Music Performance - Jazz, Classical or
Contemporary, Composing and Arranging, Sound Technology and Recording, Music
Education (Primary/Secondary Teaching, Instrumental Teaching), Music Ministry, and
Business - Music Industry.

Music Explorations
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of Stage 1 Music and at least 3 years’
experience playing an instrument. A keen interest in music is essential.

Course Content

Students explore and experiment with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or music
production, as they develop their understanding of music. They develop and apply their
musical understanding as they explore how others create, present, and/or produce music, and
experiment with their own creations. The course consists of:
●
●
●

Understanding music
Creating music (performance)
Responding to music

Contexts for study may include aspects of the music industry, such as recording studios,
performance rehearsal spaces, or instrument crafting workshops. Students respond to and
discuss their own and others’ works, and synthesize their findings to make connections
between the music they study and their own creative works.

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:







develop and apply knowledge and understanding of musical elements in exploring and
experimenting with music
explore and experiment with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production
apply musical literacy skills
analyse and discuss musical works
synthesise findings from exploration of and experimentation with music, and express
musical ideas
reflect on and critique own learning within music

Notes: For the purposes of this subject, ‘explore and experiment’ refers to presenting
(performing and/or composing) music. A performer is an instrumentalist and/or vocalist. A
composer is a generator of original compositions or an arranger of existing compositions.
Compositions may be original works or arrangements that are represented in notation or
digital audio format.

Assessment

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School assessment (70%)




Musical Literacy (30%)
Explorations (40%)

External assessment (30%)


Pathways
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Creative Connections

TAFE or University pathways include Music Performance - Jazz, Classical or
Contemporary, Composing and Arranging, Sound Technology and Recording, Music
Education (Primary/Secondary Teaching, Instrumental Teaching), Music Ministry, and
Business - Music Industry.

Solo Performance
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

10

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music and assumed to have a performance standard
reflecting at least 3 years’ development on their instrument. It is expected that a
student studying any music performance subject at Year 12 should be undertaking
private lessons with an instrumental teacher to maintain suitable technical standard
for this level of study. These can be organised through the College.
● Students must combine this with the 10 credit Stage 2 Ensemble performance
subject

Course Content

Students develop and extend their musical skills and techniques in creating their own solo
performances. They interpret their chosen musical works, and apply to their performances an
understanding of the style, structure, and conventions appropriate to their repertoire.
Students extend their musical literacy through discussing key musical elements of their chosen
repertoire, and interpreting creative works. Students express their musical ideas through
performing, critiquing, and evaluating their performances.
Students prepare and present public performances. The program includes:




Learning
Requirements

Works of contrasting character in a single style or in a variety of styles
Works that allow students to develop their performance techniques on their instrument
or voice
A minimum of 18 minutes of repertoire. A work may be timed only once when the
duration of the repertoire presented in this subject is calculated

In this subject, students are expected to:







apply knowledge and understanding of style, structure, and conventions in performing
musical works
apply musical skills and techniques in refining and performing musical works
interpret creative works and express musical ideas
develop stage presence and skills in engaging an audience
discuss key musical elements of their chosen repertoire
critique and evaluate own learning within music

Note: For the purposes of this subject a performer is an instrumentalist and/or a vocalist, and a
performance may be solo or accompanied.

Assessment

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School assessment (70%)



Performance 6-8 min (30%)
Performance 6-8 min and Discussion (40%)

External assessment (30%)


Pathways
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Performance Portfolio (Performance and Discussion)

TAFE or University pathways include Music Performance - Jazz, Classical or Contemporary,
Composing and Arranging, Sound Technology and Recording, Music Education
(Primary/Secondary Teaching, Instrumental Teaching), Music Ministry, and Business - Music
Industry.

Visual Art - Art
Year
12

Stage
2

Credit
20

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one Semester of Stage 1 Visual Art - Art.

Course Content

Consists of three areas of study:




Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Visual thinking
Practical Resolution
Visual Arts in Context

conceive, develop, and make work(s) of art or design that reflect individuality
and the development and communication of a personal visual aesthetic
demonstrate visual thinking through the development and evaluation of ideas
and explorations in technical skills with media, materials, and technologies
apply technical skills in using media, materials, technologies, and processes to
solve problems and resolve works of art or design
communicate knowledge and understanding of their own works and the
connections between their own and other practitioners works of art or design
analyse, interpret, and respond to visual arts in cultural, social, and/or historical
contexts
develop inquiry skills to explore visual arts issues, ideas, concepts, processes,
techniques and questions.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Folio (40%)
Practical (30%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Visual Study

Tertiary Visual Art and/or other humanities/arts courses.

STAGE 2
ENGLISH
English Literary Studies
General English

English Literary Studies
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Minimum of B grade in Stage 1 English Literature or A grade in Stage 1 English recommended.

Course Content

Students will undertake three content areas:
Responding to Texts:
●
●
●
●

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close (novel) – Jonathon Safran Foer
Australian Poetry
The Imitation Game – Morten Tyldum
Cosi (play) – Louis Lowra

Creating texts
●
●

Transforming texts: Spoken word or monologue
Prose based on perspective

Comparative study


Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Between a shared text and independently chosen text

understand the interplay between author, text, and context
analyse how ideas, perspectives, and values are represented in texts and how they are
received by audiences
analyse and compare texts, through the identification of the structural, conventional,
and language and stylistic features used by authors
use evidence to develop critical reasoning and support sustained argument to justify
critical interpretation of a text
develop analytical responses to texts by considering and challenging other
interpretations
create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts that experiment with stylistic features by
using and adapting literary conventions
express ideas in a range of modes to create texts that engage the reader, viewer, or
listener.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School Assessment (70%)
●
●

Responding to Texts (50%)
Creating Texts (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
●

Pathways
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Comparative Text Study (15%)
Critical Reading exam (15%)

Admission to any university course, especially language rich subjects and English majors at
tertiary level and for TAFE studies.

General English
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Minimum of C grade in Stage 1 English or B grade in Stage 1 Essential English required.

Course Content

Students will undertake three content areas:
Responding to Texts
●
●
●

Poetry
Novel
Film

Creating texts:
●
●
●
●

Narrative
Recount
Exposition (Advertisement)
Writer’s Statement

Comparative Analysis:


Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Between two independently chosen texts

analyse the relationship between purpose, context, and audience in a range of
texts
evaluate how language and stylistic features and conventions are used to
represent ideas, perspectives, and aspects of culture in texts
analyse how perspectives in their own and others’ texts shape responses and
interpretations
create and evaluate oral, written, and multimodal texts in a range of modes and
styles
analyse the similarities and differences in texts
apply clear and accurate communication skills.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based assessment (70%)
●
●

Responding to Texts (30%)
Creating Texts (40%)

External assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Comparative Analysis

English can be used for admission to any university course. It is a very useful
preparation for all courses, especially Arts, Humanities and Law at tertiary level and
for TAFE studies.

STAGE 2

HEALTH AND
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
Outdoor Education
Physical Education
Vocational Education and Training (VET) delivered
at Portside Christian College
Trade Training Centre:

Certificate III in Early
Childhood Education and
Care (ECEC)
Certificate III in Health
Services Assistance
Certificate III in Individual
Support (Ageing)

Outdoor Education
Year
12

Stage
2

Credit
20

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one Semester of Stage 1 Outdoor Ed is
recommended.

Course Content

Students undertake studies in each of the three focus areas:
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

Conservation and sustainability
Human connections with nature
Personal growth and development

Students will develop their skills, knowledge and understanding for learning in natural
environments:
Students develop an appreciation of their place in natural environments through
learning experiences that take place in a variety of geographical locations. As they
spend time learning in natural environments students develop a broad range of skills,
knowledge, and understanding to support and manage safe, sustainable and
responsive experiences in natural environments.
Students develop planning and risk management strategies and practical skills for
outdoor activities and journeys. Through a range of outdoor experiences students
develop self-confidence, initiative, self-reliance, leadership, and collaborative skills
that enable them to travel in a safe and environmentally sustainable way through
natural environments in group contexts. The development of skills, knowledge and
understanding may be assessed in the three Assessment Types through planning
reports, documented student evidence and reflections.
The three focus areas provide real life contexts through which students develop
transferable skills in the following key areas:
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Preparation and Planning for outdoor experiences
Managing risk
Leadership and decision making
Self-reliance skills

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School Assessment (70%)
●
About Natural Environments (20%)
●
Experiences in Natural Environments (50%)
External Assessment (30%)
●
Connections with Natural Environments

Pathways
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Further study options include degrees in Sport, Health and Physical Activity, Teaching
or further training in Fitness, Sport and Recreation

Physical Education
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one Semester of Stage 1 PE recommended.

Course Content

The course consists of three focus areas:
●

In Movement: Through movement experiences, students must engage in thoughtful
participation where internal reflection and articulation of learning progress can be
established.

●

Through Movement: Education ‘through’ physical activity is about students using
movement to achieve the goals of 21st-century education, including personal,
intellectual, and social skill development.

●

About Movement: Education ‘about’ physical activity enables students to develop
theoretical knowledge to understand the richness and diversity of movement
experiences

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:

Assessment

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:










apply knowledge and understanding of movement concepts and strategies in
physical activity using subject-specific terminology
apply feedback and implement strategies to improve participation and/or
performance in physical activity
reflect on and evaluate participation and/or performance improvement
apply communication and collaborative skills in physical activity contexts
analyse and evaluate evidence related to physical activity
evaluate implemented strategies and make recommendations for future directions

School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Diagnostics (30%)
Improvement Analysis (40%)

External Assessment (30%)
●

Group Dynamics

Students should provide evidence of their learning through four or five assessments, including
the external assessment component. Students undertake:
●
two diagnostics tasks
●
one improvement analysis task
●
one group dynamics task.

Pathways
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Provides essential background for the study of Physical Education and Sports Science
as well as TAFE Recreation and Sport courses.

Early Childhood Education and Care (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12

Stage
2

Credit
115

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.

Course Content

This is a practical course with students learning how to care for, interact and work
with young children. On completion of this Certificate, students qualify to work in the
childcare industry. This Certificate is well suited to students who have a genuine
interest in caring for children including those who are thinking about pursuing a
career in teaching.
This Certificate includes 15 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●

support behaviour of children and young people
provide care for babies and toddlers
provide experiences to support children’s play and learning

It also includes Provide an Emergency First Aid Response in an Education and Care
Setting First Aid HLTAID004 Certificate.
Many of the skills acquired in this industry are in demand around Australia and
internationally.
Course Duration




Pathways

Child Care Worker, Nanny, Team Leader, Director, After Hours Care, Early
Childhood/Primary School Teacher.
●
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1 day per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre (Tuesday)
plus 120 hours of work placement
Full Year Course

May contribute toward an ATAR

Health Services Assistance (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12
Prerequisite(s)

Course Content

Stage
2

Credit
70

Exam
none

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.
Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre supports student learning in an
equipped hospital skills lab, including two fully equipped hospital beds, hoist, sink and
shower bay. Together, this equipment enables students to learn about their use
before commencing work placements.
Certificate lll in Health Services Assistance is well suited to students who have an
interest in health, medicine or nursing. It gives them an excellent foundation for any
further pathway in health they may choose in the future. It covers a range of work
roles who provide assistance to health professional staff with the care of clients.
Learning supports transferable skills and pathways into Enrolled or Registered
Nursing, Personal Care Worker, Aged Carer, Patient Support Assistant, Patient Care
Assistant, Community Care and Home Care Settings, Orderly - Transporting clients in
an acute care setting.
This Certificate includes 15 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●

recognise healthy body systems in a health care context
interpret and apply medical terminology appropriately
assist with client movement

This Certificate also includes an Apply First Aid Course HLTAID003.
Many of the skills acquired in this industry are in demand around Australia and
internationally.
Course Duration

●
●

Pathways

Ambulance Officer, Anaesthetist, Dental Hygienist, Registered Nurse, Enrolled Nurse,
Doctor/Medical Practitioner, Midwife, Pharmacist, Speech Pathologist, Ward
Assistant, Occupational Therapist, Assistant in Nursing, Nursing Assistant, Nursing
Support Worker, Wards Person, Patient Care Attendant
●
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Full Year Course
1 day per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre plus 100
hours of work placement

May contribute toward an ATAR

Individual Support (Ageing) (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12

Stage
2

Credit
95

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.

Course Content

The South Australian Health Industry employs 53,800 people, which is 6.6% of the
State’s workforce. Most of the people working in this industry work in a hospital,
medical clinic or other health service.
Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre supports student learning in an
equipped hospital skills lab, including two fully equipped hospital beds, hoist, sink and
shower bay. Together, this equipment enables students to learn about their use
before commencing work placements.
Students complete a full Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing) gaining new skills
and knowledge to gain employment in Aged Care which desperately needs workers
who have a passion and desire to provide care and support to the elderly in an Aged
Care Facility or their home. The training engages learners to deliver care that places
the client at the centre of service with inclusive decision-making and informed client
choices about activities of their daily care and living.
Learning supports transferable skills and pathways into Enrolled or Registered
Nursing, Disability Services, Aged Care - Personal Care Worker for Residential Aged
Care, Community Care and Home Care Settings, Orderly - Transporting clients in an
acute care setting.
Certificate lll in Individual Support (Ageing) is well suited to students who have an
interest in health, medicine or nursing. Students acquire transferable skills which give
them an excellent foundation for any further pathway in health they may choose in
the future. It covers a range of work roles who provide assistance to health
professional staff with the care of clients.
This Certificate includes 15 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●

recognise healthy body systems in a health care context
meet personal support needs
facilitate the empowerment of older people

This Certificate also includes an Apply First Aid Course HLTAID003.
Many of the skills acquired in this industry are in demand around Australia and
internationally.
Course Duration

●
●

Pathways

Registered Nurse, Enrolled Nurse, Doctor/Medical Practitioner, Midwife, Speech
Pathologist, Ward Assistant, Occupational Therapist, Assistant in Nursing, Nursing
Assistant, Nursing Support Worker, Wards Person, Patient Care Attendant
●
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Full Year Course
1 day per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre plus 120 hours of
work placement

May contribute toward an ATAR

STAGE 2

MATHEMATICS

General Mathematics
Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics

General Mathematics
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Minimum of C grade in Stage 1 Mathematical Methods or General Mathematics
recommended.

Course Content

Mathematics is much more than a collection of concepts and skills; it is a way of
approaching new challenges by investigating, modelling, reasoning, visualising and
problem-solving, with the goal of communicating to others the relationships observed
and problems solved.

Students study the five topics listed below
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Modelling with Linear Relationships
Modelling with Matrices
Statistical Models
Financial Models
Discrete Models

demonstrate understanding of mathematical concepts and relationships, making use of
electronic technology to aid and enhance understanding
identify, collect, and organise mathematical information relevant to investigating and
solving problems
recognise and apply the mathematical techniques needed when analysing and solving a
problem in context
interpret results, draw conclusions and reflect on the reasonableness of the conclusions
in context
communicate mathematical reasoning and ideas to a variety of audiences, using
appropriate language and representations
work both independently and cooperatively in planning, organising and carrying out
mathematical activities

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)
Folio (30%)

External Assessment (30%)
●

Pathways
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Examination

Prepares students for entry to tertiary courses requiring a non-specialised background
in mathematics, employment or Studies in the Business area, Finance or selfEmployment.

Mathematical Methods
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Minimum of B grade in Stage 1 Mathematical Methods recommended.

Course Content

Mathematical Methods develops an increasingly complex and sophisticated
understanding of calculus and statistics. By using functions and their derivatives and
integrals, and by mathematically modelling physical processes, students develop a
deep understanding of the physical world through a sound knowledge of relationships
involving rates of change. Students use statistics to describe and analyse phenomena
that involve uncertainty and variation.
Stage 2 Mathematical Methods consists of the following six topics:
●
●
●
●

Further Differentiation and Applications
Discrete Random Variables
Integral Calculus
Logarithmic Functions
·
·

Learning
Requirements

Students will learn to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Continuous Random Variables and the Normal Distribution
Sampling and Confidence Intervals

understand mathematical concepts, demonstrate mathematical skills, and apply
mathematical techniques
investigate and analyse mathematical information in a variety of contexts
think mathematically by posing questions, solving problems, applying models, and
making, testing, and proving conjectures
interpret results, draw conclusions, and determine the reasonableness of solutions in
context
make discerning use of electronic technology to solve problems and to refine and
extend mathematical knowledge
communicate mathematically and present mathematical information in a variety of
ways.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Skills and Applications Tasks (50%)
Folio (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
●

Pathways
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Examination

Mathematical Methods provides the foundation for further study in mathematics,
economics, computer sciences, and the sciences. It prepares students for courses and
careers that may involve the use of statistics, such as health or social sciences.

Specialist Mathematics
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Minimum of B grade in Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics recommended.

Course Content

Specialist Mathematics is designed to be taken in conjunction with Stage 2
Mathematical Studies.
Specialist Mathematics draws on and deepens students’ mathematical knowledge,
skills, and understanding, and provides opportunities for students to develop their
skills in using rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and using mathematical
models. It includes the study of functions and calculus.
Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics consists of the following six topics:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

Students will learn to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Mathematical Induction
Complex Numbers
Functions and Sketching Graphs
Vectors in Three Dimensions
Integration Techniques and Applications
Rates of Change and Differential Equations

understand mathematical concepts, demonstrate mathematical skills, and apply
mathematical techniques
investigate and analyse mathematical information in a variety of contexts
think mathematically by posing questions, solving problems, applying models,
and making, testing, and proving conjectures
interpret results, draw conclusions, and determine the reasonableness of
solutions in context
make discerning use of electronic technology to solve problems and refine and
extend mathematical knowledge
communicate mathematically in a variety of ways

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Skills and Applications Tasks (50%)
Mathematical Investigation (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Examination

The subject leads to study in a range of tertiary courses such as mathematical
sciences, engineering, computer science, and physical sciences. Students envisaging
careers in related fields will benefit from studying this subject.

STAGE 2
SCIENCE
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

Biology
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one semester of Stage 1 Biology at C standard is
recommended.

Course Content

The three strands of science to be integrated throughout student learning are:
●
●
●

science inquiry skills
science as a human endeavour
science understanding

Students skills, knowledge, and understanding of these occur in context of the four
topics studied:
●
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

Students will learn to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

DNA and Proteins
Cells as the Basis of Life
Homeostasis
Evolution

apply science inquiry skills to design and conduct biological investigations, using
appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices
obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of biological
investigations
evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify
conclusions
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of biological concepts in new
and familiar contexts
explore and understand science as a human endeavour
communicate knowledge and understanding of biological concepts and
information, using appropriate terms, conventions, and representations.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School Assessment (70%)
●
●

Investigations Folio (30%)
Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Examination

Stage 2 Biology can be a prerequisite of university courses including Health Sciences
and various Science degrees.

Chemistry
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Stage 1 Chemistry at C standard is recommended.

Course Content

The three strands of science to be integrated throughout student learning are:
●
●
●

science inquiry skills
science as a human endeavour
science understanding

Students skills, knowledge, and understanding of these occur in context of the four
topics studied:
●
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Monitoring the Environment
Managing Chemical Processes
Organic and Biological Chemistry
Managing Resources

apply science inquiry skills to deconstruct a problem and design and conduct
chemistry investigations using appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working
practices
obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of chemistry
investigations
evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify
conclusions
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts in new
and familiar contexts
explore and understand science as a human endeavour
communicate knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts, using
appropriate terms, conventions, and representations.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Investigations Folio (30%)
Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Examination

Chemistry is a prerequisite or assumed knowledge for many science-based university
and TAFE courses, opening up opportunities for careers as diverse as engineering,
environmental science, medicine and pharmacy.

Physics
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of Stage 1 Physics and Mathematics at C standard is
recommended.

Course Content

The study of Physics is constructed around using qualitative and quantitative models,
laws, and theories to better understand matter, forces, energy, and the interaction
among them. Physics seeks to explain natural phenomena, from the subatomic world
to the macro-cosmos, and to make predictions about them.
The three strands of science to be integrated throughout student learning are:
●
●
●

science inquiry skills
science as a human endeavour
science understanding.

Students skills, knowledge, and understanding of these occur in context of the three
topics studied:
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Motion and Relativity
Electricity and Magnetism
Light and Atoms

apply science inquiry skills to design and conduct physics investigations, using
appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices
obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of physics
investigations
evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify
conclusions
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics concepts in new
and familiar contexts
explore and understand science as a human endeavour
communicate knowledge and understanding of physics concepts, using
appropriate terms, conventions, and representations.

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Investigations Folio (30%)
Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Examination

Physics is a prerequisite or preferred knowledge for many science-based university
and TAFE courses, opening up opportunities for careers as diverse as engineering,
environmental science and medicine.

Psychology
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one Semester of Stage 1 Psychology at C standard is
recommended.

Course Content

The subject consists of the following six topics:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Introduction to Psychology
Social Cognition
Learning
Personality
Psychobiology of Altered States of Awareness
Healthy Minds

describe the factors that cause psychological differences and similarities
between people and give examples of how these factors affect the behaviour of
self, others, and groups
search for, evaluate, and organise psychological information and use language
effectively to communicate key ideas, understandings, processes, and values in
a range of contexts
demonstrate an understanding of ethical research be designing, undertaking,
and evaluating guided investigations
make informed decisions about issues, events, and situations in society by
applying relevant psychological principles and ethics and Christian values
demonstrate critical reflection and organisation in the application of
psychological principles, taking into account ethical and Christian considerations
analyse the behaviours of self, other individuals, and groups of people in
different contexts in a way that recognises the values of independence and
interdependence and dependence on God
undertake a variety of roles while working as a member of a team to achieve
individual and shared goals

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Investigations Folio (40%)
Skills and Applications Tasks (30%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Examination

University options including Psychology and Teaching professions.

STAGE 2

BUSINESS AND
ENTERPRISE AND
TECHNOLOGY
Business Innovation
Design and Technology Communication Products
Workplace Practices

Vocational Education and Training (VET) delivered
at Portside Christian College
Trade Training Centre:

Certificate III in Business

Business Innovation
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one Semester of Stage 1 Business Innovation or Cert
III Business recommended

Course Content

There are three key contexts:
●
●
●

designing business
sustaining business
transforming business.

Students explore at least two of these contexts. Through these contexts, students develop and
apply their understanding of the following underpinning learning strands:
●
●
●
●

innovation
decision-making and project management
financial literacy and information management
global, local, and digital perspectives.

Students gain an understanding of fundamental business concepts and ideas, including:
●
●
●
●

Learning
Requirements

the nature and structure of business
sources of finance
forms of ownership
legal responsibilities and requirements

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students
are expected to develop and demonstrate through their learning in Stage 2 Business
Innovation.
In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

explore problems and generate possible solutions to meet customer problems or needs
using a customer-focused approach decision-making and project management
apply decision-making and project management tools and strategies in business
contexts
create and apply business intelligence to iteratively develop and evaluate business
models
analyse and evaluate the opportunities and challenges for business posed by digital and
emerging technologies
analyse and evaluate, social, economic, environmental, and/or ethical impacts of global
and local business
apply communication and collaborative skills in business contexts

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 2
Business Innovation:
School Assessment (70%)
●
●

Business Skills (40%)
Business Model (30%)

External Assessment (30%)
●

Pathways
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Business Plan and Pitch

This course provides students with preparation and understanding of the business
environment for further study at University or TAFE in business related areas. It offers
students business knowledge and skills to function more effectively in society

Design and Technology - Communication Products
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

none

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one semester of Stage 1 Communication Products
recommended

Course Content

This focus area of Design and Technology involves the use of materials, such as
symbols, signs, behaviour, speech, light, images, sound, or other data to design and
make products that communicate information. Students produce outcomes that
demonstrate the knowledge and skills associated with manipulation of
communication media, both manual and digital.
Examples of contexts for communication products include:
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

photography
graphics

investigate and critically analyse the purpose, design concepts, processes, and
production techniques of existing products or systems
create, test, validate, modify, and communicate design ideas for an identified need,
problem, or challenge
investigate, analyse, and use the differing functional characteristics and properties of
materials, components, processes, and equipment to create products or systems safely
use the design process to select materials, components, processes, techniques, and
equipment, to develop and implement solutions and ideas for products or systems
apply appropriate knowledge and understanding of skills, processes, procedures, and
techniques to a range of technological activities
evaluate product or system development and outcome, and reflect on technological
ideas and procedures used, with reference to the design brief
analyse the impact of technology

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in
Stage 2 Design and Technology:
School Assessment (70%)
●
●

Skills and Applications Tasks (20%)
Folio (50%)

External Assessment (30%)


Pathways
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Product

The pathway benefits for this subject include anything in the media industry, from
graphic design, film, visual effects and games. Students will be exposed to a variety of
Adobe applications, often used in industry standard work and the main software used
in TAFE and University courses that are centred on this topic.

Workplace Practices
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

10 or 20

none

Prerequisite(s)

None Prescribed.

Course Content

There are three focus areas of study of this subject:
●
●
●

Industry and Work Knowledge
Vocational Learning
Vocational Education and Training (VET)

For the Industry and Work Knowledge component, students study three or more
topics from the list below:
●
●
●
●
●
Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Work in Australian Society
The Changing Nature of Work
Industrial Relations
Finding Employment
Green Workplace

understand and explain concepts of industry and work
analyse the relationships between work-related issues and practices in
workplaces
demonstrate knowledge of the roles of individuals, government legislation and
policies, unions, and employer groups in work-related and workplace issues
investigate the dynamic nature of work-related and workplace issues, cultures,
and/or environments locally, nationally, and/or globally
demonstrate and apply generic work skills and, where relevant, industry
knowledge and skills, in a workplace and/or work-related context
reflect on and evaluate learning experiences in/about the workplace

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●
●

Folio (25%)
Performance (25%)
Reflection (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways
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Investigation

Certificate III and above courses (VET), apprenticeships or employment

Business (Certificate III)
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

10, 11 or 12

2

70

none

Prerequisite(s)

Work Experience in the relevant industry and/or recommendation by VET
Coordinator.

Course Content

This course forms part of the Australian Government Department of Education and
Training BSB Business Services Training Package. The Business Services Training
package focuses not only on services for specific industry sectors such as legal
services, employment services, engagement centre services, work health and safety
services and marketing and advertising, but also provides administrative, business
and management qualifications that are widely used across all industries.
This Certificate III introduces business concepts and is well suited to students who
have an interest in business operations, innovation, customer service and analysing
customer feedback and data.
This Certificate includes 12 units, covering topics such as:
●
●
●
●

support the recruitments, selection and induction of staff
design and produce business documents
deliver and monitor a service to customers
maintain financial records

Course Duration

●
●

Three hours per week once a week (2.15pm – 5.15pm)
February to September

Pathways

The Business Services Training Package provides pathways in broad business areas
which include: Administration, Business Development, Communication, Creativity and
Innovation, Design, Finance, Information and Communications Technology,
Knowledge Management, Library Information Systems and Management and
Leadership.
●
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May contribute toward an ATAR

STAGE 2

HUMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Modern History
Vocational Education and Training (VET) delivered
at Portside Christian College
Trade Training Centre:

Certificate III in Christian
Ministry and Theology
(Vetamorphus)

Modern History
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

20

yes

Prerequisite(s)

Successful completion of at least one Semester of Stage 1 History or Stage 1 Ancient
Studies at minimum C grade is recommended

Course Content

Students undertake topics from the following:
●
●

Learning
Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

Modern Nations - Germany (1918-48)
The Changing World Order (1945 - ) - Cold War and Its Consequences

understand and explore historical concepts
understand and explore the role of ideas, people, and events in history
analyse ways in which the development of modern world has been shaped by
both internal and external forces and challenges
analyse interactions and relationships in the modern world, and their short- and
long-term impacts on national, regional, and/or international development
apply the skills of historical inquiry to examine and evaluate sources and
interpretations, and support arguments
draw conclusions and communicate reasoned historical arguments

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School Assessment (70%)
●
●

Historical Skills (50%)
Historical Study (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
●
Pathways

Examination

History or Humanities/Arts degrees in Tertiary Study.
History also provides opportunity to develop empathy, broaden worldview and
evaluate perspectives, useful in most areas of life.
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Christian Ministry and Theology (Certificate III)
Year
11 or 12

Stage
2

Credit
55

Exam
none

Prerequisite(s)

Recommendation by VET and SACE Coordinator

Course Content

Certificate III in Christian Ministry and Theology (Vetamorphus) is a national
discipleship program focusing on raising up a generation of young leaders to reach
beyond the potential they see in themselves.
Students are mentored and become involved in aspects of ministry and volunteer
work in the community. Retreats are held over 3 weekends during the year and are a
compulsory part of this certificate.
Five Values of Vetamorphus are:
●
●
●
●
●

gives validity to a student’s desire to grow in their faith whilst at school and
recognizes ‘spiritual formation as the core of education’
is valuable, ensuring positive growth occurs in the student’s faith, personal
integrity and leadership capacity
is a place to empower students and invites them to make informed decisions
about their own faith
is diverse, meaning students from all denominations and church backgrounds
can be involved
is available to students all across Australia and is not restricted by a person’s
financial or geographical situation

Course duration

●
●
●

Pathways

Christian Ministry, Teaching, Community Services, Aged Care, Counselling, Social
Work Youth.
●
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2 hours per week at the Portside Christian College Trade Training Centre
Three weekend retreats
Full Year course

May contribute toward an ATAR

STAGE 2

CROSS
DISCIPLINARY
Research Project A or B
For achievement of the SACE, students require a
compulsory 10 credits of Stage 2 Research Project
with C grade or better.

Research Project
Year

Stage

Credit

Exam

12

2

10

none

Prerequisite(s)

Research Project A or B is a compulsory subject in the SACE. Students must achieve a C minus
grade or better to successfully complete the SACE. Both versions calculate toward an ATAR
required for university entrance.
Students that have not completed RP in Year 11 will be required to in Year 12.

Course Content

Students choose a research topic that is based on an area of interest, and a capability that is
relevant to their research.
Students learn and apply the research framework:
●
●
●
●

Learning Requirements

In this subject, students are expected to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment

initiating and planning
carrying out the research
producing the research outcome
evaluating the research

generate ideas to plan and develop a research project
consider the relevance of a chosen capability to their research
analyse information and explore ideas to develop their research
develop and apply specific knowledge and skills
produce a research outcome
evaluate their research

Students will demonstrate their learning through the following assessment types:
School-based Assessment (70%)
●
●

Folio (30%)
Research Outcome (40%)
RP A: Outcome 1500 word or 10min multi-modal
RP B: Outcome 2000 word or 12min multi-modal

External Assessment (30%)
●
●
Pathways

Review – 1500 written or 10min multi-modal (RP A) or
Evaluation – 1500 written (RP B)

Invaluable for equipping students with research skills, a capacity essential for future tertiary
study and future employment.

For achievement of the SACE, students require a compulsory 10 credits of Stage 2 Research Project
with C grade or better.
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Senior School

